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 Why Düsseldorf?

Heinrich Heine University (HHU) is situated on a pleasant 
campus in Düsseldorf, home to headquarters of many 
international companies, which offer superb job oppor-
tunities. 

Five faculties – Business & Economics, Arts & Humanities, 
Law, Mathematics & Natural Sciences and Medicine – are 
home to 20,000 students, about 15 % from abroad, and 
offer a wide range of study and language programmes 
and excellent research conditions. 

Surveys among international students show that excellent 
academic, economic and living conditions are the most 
important reasons to study in Düsseldorf: 89 % would 
recommend HHU to their friends and fellow students at 
home.

HHU has more than 200 ERASMUS partner universities. 
We offer free preparatory German language courses and 
assist you to find accommodation. ERASMUS student 
network (ESN)-mentees will accompany your first steps. 
A cultural programme will help you discover Düsseldorf 
and North Rhine Westphalia.

FAQ incomings: www.hhu.de/home/en/international/
foreign-student/faq-incomings.html

Bachelor Master



Institute for Historical Studies

The Institute for Historical Studies offers both BA and MA 
programmes in History and a structured PhD programme. 

The BA programmes at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
comprise a core subject and one additional subject. Histo-
ry can be studied both as core and as additional subject. 
By combining academic and practice-based approaches to 
teaching and learning and by imparting essential social and 
communicational skills, bachelor’s programmes are desig-
ned to be highly achievement-oriented.

The MA programme in History features no additional sub-
ject but a fixed part of the courses may be assigned to other 
disciplines to increase flexibility of thought and to allow for 
interdisciplinary approaches. MA programmes provide the 
qualification for PhD studies and deepen and enhance the 
skills, abilities and the knowledge acquired in the BA pro-
grammes.

The Department of Historical Studies consists of the chairs 
of: Ancient History, Medieval History, Early Modern History, 
Modern History, Recent and Regional History, Recent and 
Contemporary History, History and Culture of Eastern Euro-
pe, and the additional temporary sections of Economic His-
tory and European Expansion in the 19th and 20th Centuries 
(until 2018).

Both programmes aim to make students capable of analy-
sing social, political, cultural and economic phenomena of 
the past, of situating these phenomena in broad historical 
contexts and understanding their interrelations and deve-
lopments. They provide students with the methodological 
skills necessary to inquire critically into all kinds of tradi-
tions and sources, into theories as well as methods, and to 
form independent interpretations.

Bachelor major subject programme History 

■  Qualification
 Bachelor of Arts – B.A.

■  First professional working qualification 
 official length of programme: 6 semesters – 3 years

■  Access requirements 
 general qualification for university entrance

Details of the content and the results achieved

The programme allows students to acquire the skills to 
analyse and describe social, political, cultural and econo-
mic phenomena of the past in regard to their interrelations 
and succession through independently conducted scientific 
work. It teaches how to enquire critically into all kinds of 
tradition, into terms and definitions, into theses as well as 
methods. 

The aim of the programme is to provide students with the 
ability to use and to present models and theories of histori-
cal analysis. It conveys substantiated knowledge of general 
history with further studies chosen from special areas of 
historiography. 

It provides a first professional working qualification and the 
skills and knowledge necessary to enter a Masters Program-
me in History for further academic studies. 

By combining academic and practice-based approaches 
to teaching and learning and by imparting essential social 
and communicational skills, the bachelor’s programme is 
designed to be highly achievement-oriented. It is focused 
not only on academic skills but includes special trainings to 
build up skills and abilities that are directly relevant to non-
academic employment. 

Masters Programme in History 

■  Qualification
 Master of Arts – M.A.

■  Area of Specialization
 Ancient History, Medieval History, Modern or Eastern  
 European History

■  Access requirements
 Bachelor of Arts in History or a related discipline   
 with grades above average

Details of the content and the results achieved 

The programme teaches the current international state 
of knowledge in self-elected areas of specialization in 
the subject of history and instructs students in the ap-
plication of specialist methods. By choosing his or her 
own thematical and methodical focus, students acquire 
sound specialist knowledge. Students learn to assimilate 
the current state of research in selected historiographical 
areas, to independently perform scientific work with the 
sources, and to critically judge the findings, methods and 
theories of the subject. 

The aim is to enable them to deliver an opinion both 
orally and in written form on historical issues and to use 
historical expertise to tackle current historico-political 
questions.

In addition, the programme teaches methodical skills in 
highly interdisciplinary applications. Graduates acquire 
the ability to recognize the complexity of historical de-
velopments, taking into account methods and theories 
as well as findings from related disciplines (e.g. jurispru-
dence, media studies, economics, political and social sci-
ence, history of art, etc.).


